O V E RV I E W
Students use a variety of media to discuss and analyze human-related pressures placed upon marine ecosystems and resources.
DI R E C T I O N S 1. Activate students' prior knowledge.
Tell students that they will learn about human-related impacts that threaten the ocean. Give each student a copy of the "Ocean Priorities" Anticipation/Reaction Guide. Read aloud the directions. Explain that students will decide if they agree or disagree with a series of statements both before and after listening to the National Public Radio "Ocean Priorities" podcast. Have students read and respond to the statements in the "response before the podcast" column.
For the complete activity with media resources, visit:
http://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/human-impacts-on-marine-ecosystems/ / 2. Have students listen to the NPR podcast "Ocean Priorities." Distribute copies of the worksheet Ocean Priorities Notetaking. As students listen to the NPR podcast (8 minutes), have them take notes about the ocean priorities/threats and ocean management and research priorities discussed in the interview. After the podcast, have students respond again to the seven statements on the Anticipation/Reaction Guide. Discuss student responses to the guide and ask which of their responses changed after listening to the podcast. Use the Notetaking Answer Key to summarize the main points of the podcast. 
Ask

O C EAN L I T ER AC Y ES S ENT I AL PR I NC I PL ES AND F U NDAM ENTAL C O NC EPT S • Principle 1f:
The ocean is an integral part of the water cycle and is connected to all of the earth's water reservoirs via evaporation and precipitation processes.
• Principle 1g:
The ocean is connected to major lakes, watersheds and waterways because all major watersheds on Earth drain to the ocean. Rivers and streams transport nutrients, salts, sediments and pollutants from watersheds to estuaries and to the ocean.
• Principle 1h:
Although the ocean is large, it is finite and resources are limited.
• Principle 2c:
Erosion-the wearing away of rock, soil and other biotic and abiotic earth materials-occurs in coastal areas as wind, waves, and currents in rivers and the ocean move sediments.
• Principle 5i:
Estuaries provide important and productive nursery areas for many marine and aquatic species.
• Principle 6a: / The ocean affects every human life. It supplies freshwater (most rain comes from the ocean) and nearly all Earth's oxygen. It moderates the Earth's climate, influences our weather, and affects human health.
• Principle 6b:
From the ocean we get foods, medicines, and mineral and energy resources. In addition, it provides jobs, supports our nation's economy, serves as a highway for transportation of goods and people, and plays a role in national security.
• Principle 6d:
Much of the world's population lives in coastal areas.
• Principle 6e:
Humans affect the ocean in a variety of ways. Laws, regulations and resource management affect what is taken out and put into the ocean. Human development and activity leads to pollution (such as point source, non-point source, and noise pollution) and physical modifications (such as changes to beaches, shores and rivers). In addition, humans have removed most of the large vertebrates from the ocean.
• Principle 6g: 
